
Eugene Walter Baker, Jr.
March 4, 1924 - September 27, 2020

Mr. Eugene (Gene) Walter Baker, Jr., age 96 of Conyers, died Sunday,
September 27th, 2020. He was preceded in death by his wife of seventy-three
years, Mollie Margaret Baker; son-in-law George Burnett; parents, Eugene
and Willie Mae Baker. He is survived by his daughters, Cheryl Burnett, Cathy
Riso (Rick); son, Eugene W. Baker III (Angela); seven grandchildren and four
great-grandchildren; many nieces, nephews and cousins. Gene was a loving
husband, caring father, doting grandfather as well as a loyal friend and
neighbor. He lost his father at the age of twelve during the Great Depression
and joined the United States Army at the age of sixteen. Beginning in 1940,
he served with the 28th Infantry Regiment and volunteered in 1941 to be a
paratrooper. Gene was one of the original solders that formed the 502nd
Parachute Infantry Regiment which would later be expanded to become the
101st Airborne Division. He served with the 502nd PIR throughout all of World
War II, parachuting into combat in Normandy for Operation Overlord and into
Holland for Operation Market Garden. He was one of the Battling Bastards of
Bastogne, fought in the Rhine and Ruhr operations before ending the war
fighting at Berchtesgaden. After the war, Gene farmed in Morrow, Georgia
until becoming a home builder, real estate agent, appraiser and ending his
career as a banker. Gene worked tirelessly in the community for many
causes. He was active in local and state grassroots politics, as well as, served
as a church deacon and Sunday School teacher. He was active in the
veterans airborne community and had served as President of the Georgia



Airborne Association. He was most recently a member of the Philadelphia
United Methodist Church. Known as Jr., when he was younger and Big Gene
as an adult, Gene touched the life of everyone he knew and will be missed by
all. Visitation will be held Saturday, October 3, 2020 from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00
p.m. at Scot Ward Funeral Home. Funeral services will be held Sunday,
October 4, 2020 at 1:30 p.m. at the Scot Ward's Green Meadow Chapel in
Conyers, Ga., with Pastor Phil Budensiek officiating; interment will follow at
3:00 p.m. at Forest Hills Memorial Garden in Forest Park. Condolences may
be submitted on-line at www.scotward.com. Scot Ward Funeral Services, 699
American Legion Rd., Conyers, GA, 770-483-7216.



Cemetery Details

Forest Hills Memorial Gardens

722 Conley Road
Forest Park, GA 30297

Previous Events

Visitation

OCT 3. 4:00 PM - 7:00 PM (ET)

Scot Ward Funeral Services at Green Meadow Memorial Gardens
699 American Legion Road
Conyers, GA 30012

Service

OCT 4. 1:30 PM (ET)

Scot Ward's Green Meadow Chapel
699 American Legion Road
Conyers, GA 30012
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John Garofano - March 01, 2021 at 04:31 PM

Gene was a wonderful character I will not forget from several
Airborne Reunions. Full of life and always courteous, with a sharp
memory and sharper wit. 
 
Mr and Mrs Baker kindly welcomed me into their home before I went
over to the 70th DDay Anniversary. Their grace and warmth was
apparent. 
 
Rest in Peace "Baker." 

  
John Garofano, nephew of Frank P. Garofano, G Company.

Samantha Richard - December 26, 2020 at 05:58 PM

Mr. Baker I was speaking with my mother today when she
mentioned you and Mrs. Baker. I thought about all stories you’d
shared with me while watching Bonanza. As well as, our wild
journeys around Conyers with me in the backseat scared of your
driving and offering to drive lol. Rest easy Mr. Baker your former
care taker. 
~Sam R.

Christine Koebrich - October 02, 2020 at 06:42 PM

Christine Koebrich purchased the Peaceful White
Lilies Basket for the family of Eugene Walter
Baker, Jr..

https://www.scotward.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.scotward.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.scotward.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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October 02, 2020 at 09:59 AM

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of
Eugene Walter Baker, Jr..

October 01, 2020 at 10:28 AM

Basket Full of Wishes was purchased for the
family of Eugene Walter Baker, Jr..

Vett - September 30, 2020 at 06:06 PM

Vett lit a candle in memory of Eugene Walter
Baker, Jr.

https://www.scotward.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.scotward.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.scotward.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4268&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.scotward.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4268&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser


Scot Ward Funeral Services - September 29, 2020 at 11:06 AM

50 files added to the album LifeTributes


