William "Billy" Johnson

November 20, 1941 - April 8, 2026

Billy Johnson (William Prentice Johnson), 84, of Conyers, GA, passed away
peacefully on April 8, 2026, at Rockdale Hospital. Saturday, April 11, at 10:00
AM at Rockdale Baptist Church in Conyers, GA, a Celebration of Life Service
will be held because Billy Johnson's life was definitely something to be
celebrated. Billy was born in Macon, GA, to W.P. & Grace Johnson. He grew
up with his wonderful parents in East Dublin, GA, where he learned to farm,
fish, play sports, and most importantly, what it meant to love his family, to love
his neighbors, and to love Jesus.

Billy loved learning and sharing what he learned with others. After he
graduated from East Laurens High School, Billy continued his education at the
University of Georgia, where he initially studied medicine but soon realized
that God had called him to be a teacher and an educational leader. Billy, the
first of his family to graduate from college, received a degree in science
education.

With a new degree and a head full of knowledge, Billy became a science
teacher, a basketball coach, and a football coach at Laurens County High
School and Dublin High School. It was at Dublin High School that he met a
pretty, young English teacher named Caroline, who quickly became the love of
his life. The two coached basketball together and supported each other as
they continued their careers in education.



With Caroline at his side, Billy went on to become an accomplished leader in
education. He started as Assistant Principal at Dodge County High School
and then served as Principal at East Laurens High School, where he
successfully overcame the incredible challenge of integrating the schools
because he believed that all people should be afforded a good education that
leads to a life of choice and freedom. These experiences, along with starting a
family of his own, made him want to improve education on a broader scale.
Billy was elected as Superintendent of Laurens County School System for 3
consecutive terms. During his tenure as Superintendent, he held teachers to
high expectations, improved educational standards, and worked tirelessly to
improve student achievement.

It wasn't long before Billy's accomplishments attracted attention, and Dr.
Charles McDaniel asked Billy to work for the GA Department of Education as
the Associate State Superintendent of Vocational Education. He was
instrumental in opening some of the first vocational education schools in the
state of Georgia and in bringing vocational education opportunities into GA
high schools. Upon retirement, he continued to work as an interim
superintendent for several systems and as a consultant with the GA School
Boards Association. Billy has made a far-reaching and long-lasting impact on
the educational system and students in the state of GA.

But as committed as he was to his career, he was even more committed to
building a life of opportunity and joy with his family. Billy and Caroline shared a
special bond and an unshakable love for each other that lasted 57 years.
They shared a love for gardening, golfing, fishing, bike-riding, camping, and
traveling. By their 50th year of marriage, they had traveled to all 50 states and
played golf in each one. They completed the Bike Ride Across Georgia
together 6 times and enjoyed every challenging mile they pedaled together.



Billy is survived not only by his wife, Caroline, but also by their three children,
Daphnee, Jorie, and Bill, whom he loved with all of his heart. He was an
amazing father who passed on the values that his parents instilled in him to
love family, to love our neighbors, and to love Jesus. He never missed an
opportunity to teach them something new or celebrate their accomplishments
with them. He and Caroline created a safe, joyous, and loving home to share
with their children while encouraging and equipping them to be the best
versions of themselves.

The family eventually expanded to include Daphnee's husband, Matt Stewart,
and Jorie's husband, Jeff Wright. Billy loved his sons-in-law as fully as he
loved his children and was so proud of them. For both Matt and Jeff, Billy
modeled a wonderful example of what it means to be a husband and a father.
Because of this, he is also survived by his six beautiful grandchildren, Sam,
Kade, Sydney, and Colin Stewart, and Will and Jocelyn Wright. He loved them
fiercely and was exceedingly proud of his grandchildren and shared a special
bond with each of them.

Someone reading this may say that Billy Johnson's life was a great example
of what comes out of hard work, dedication, good choices, and maybe a little
luck. While all of those things might have been part of his story, Billy would tell
you that his life was as full as it was not by anything he did on his own, but
because of the love and grace of God. Billy loved many people and many
things, but what he loved most of all was Jesus and the life he found because
of the love of Christ.

Billy Johnson dedicated his life to loving and serving Jesus. The love for his
family and his career calling was not the extent of his service for the Lord. Billy
served the churches he belonged to, New Bethel Baptist Church and
Rockdale Baptist Church, in many capacities. He served as both a deacon



and an elder, and he taught Sunday School for over 40 years. He has been
instrumental in the development of the men's ministry at his church and
served for many years as a Gideon. His service for God has impacted more
lives than anyone will ever know, and in ways that are deeply personal and
have a lasting impact.

To know Billy Johnson was to love Billy Johnson. He was a brilliant teacher, a
humble servant, a faithful friend, a loving husband, father, and grandfather. No
matter if you knew him for a lifetime or for only a few minutes, he made a
lasting impression. The gentle echoes of his life will go on and on in the lives
he impacted, the love he shared, and in the legacy he left for us all.

Visitation will be held Friday, April 10, 2026, at Scot Ward Funeral Home from
5 PM -8 PM. (669 American Legion Road, Conyers, GA, 30012)

A Celebration of Life Service will be held Saturday, April 11, 2026, at Rockdale
Baptist Church in Conyers, GA at 10:00 AM. (1295 Smyrna Road, Conyers,
GA 30094)

A burial service will also be held on Saturday, April 11, 2026, at Dublin
Memorial Gardens at 5:00 PM. (2986 US-80, Dublin, GA 30012)

In place of flowers, the family asks that you consider making an honorary
donation to:
<https://www.kaleidoscopiccall.com/donate>

Condolences may be submitted online at www.scotward.com. Scot Ward
Funeral Services, 699 American Legion Road, Conyers, GA 30012, 770-483-
7216.



Cemetery Details

Dublin Memorial Gardens

2986 W. Hwy 80
Dublin, GA 31021

Previous Events
Visitation

APR 10. 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM (ET)

Scot Ward Funeral Services at Green Meadow Memorial Gardens
699 American Legion Road
Conyers, GA 30012

Service

APR 11.10:00 AM (ET)

Rockdale Baptist Church
1295 Smyrna Rd SW
Conyers, GA 30094



Tribute Wall

The first time | got a glimpse of the legacy of a great man of God
was when | first attended Billy Johnson's Sunday school class and
his grandchildren would come through our classroom and anxiously
give grandpa and grandma a hug and greeting before class. This
happened Sunday after Sunday and | thought, what a great family!
As | came to know the Johnson family, | experienced more evidence
of the love and working of God thru the Holy Spirit in and through
this family and everyone in their presence. Then at Billy's
celebration of life as the family eulogized a husband, father, father-
in-law and grandpa, the testimonies of all the family including all the
grandchildren was more enlightenment of how special and the
spiritual affect this man and his bride had on their entire family and
beyond as this legacy lives on. It inspires me to be a better disciple
and servant of God! | pray this legacy will continue through each life
touched by Billy Johnson and know that his rewards will be many
and great with a "well done, good and faithful servant”!

Steve Esslinger

Steve Esslinger - April 15 at 07:42 PM



| remember Coach Johnson so very well. He I
was one of my teachers at Dublin High

School. | remember him and Caroline |
standing together and talking between “
classes at school. None of us were surprised

when they were married. Certainly a true man of God and just a
great human being. the last time | saw him was probably 10-15
years ago on I-16 someone started flashing their headlights and
motioned for me to pull over. Stopped and talked for a few minutes.
He was a much appreciated and loved man. He certainly is at home
with the Lord and still smiling. Caroline-I will keep you and your
family in my prayers-I love all of you

Monty Hester - April 13 at 03:27 PM
Valarie Wilson & The GSBA Family purchased

the Full Of Love Bouquet for the family of William
"Billy" Johnson.

Valarie Wilson & The GSBA Family - April 10 at 09:28 AM

Don and Patty Rooks purchased the Angel's Emb
race Bouquet for the family of William "Billy"
Johnson.

Don and Patty Rooks - April 10 at 09:11 AM
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https://www.scotward.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4859&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Billy was as kind of a man that | have ever known and a well
educated man inhis knowlesge of the bible, A wonderful Sunday
School teacher. We shall really miss his kindness. He was always
so pleasant when he greeted you. Bon voyage.

James Skipper - April 10 at 07:01 AM

Billy Johnson was one of the kindest men | ever had the priviege to

meet. He lived his belief in God without making A big deal of it.

Linda Smith - April 09 at 10:12 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
William "Billy" Johnson.

April 09 at 04:54 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of William "Billy" Johnson.

April 09 at 04:54 PM


https://www.scotward.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.scotward.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Scot Ward Funeral Services - April 09 at 04:25 PM

Pastor Mo & Tiana Huggins, Mountain West
purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for
the family of William "Billy" Johnson.

Pastor Mo & Tiana Huggins, Mountain West - April 09 at 03:42
PM

Pastor Mo & Tiana Huggins, Mountain West planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of William "Billy" Johnson.

Pastor Mo & Tiana Huggins, Mountain West - April 09 at 03:42 PM


https://www.scotward.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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